[Tooth development in children with cleft lip and palate. An international inquiry into unilateral cleft lip, jaw and palate].
In a cross-sectional study of 106 European children with unilateral complete cleft lip, alveolus and palate ranging from 10 to 15 years of age, dental maturity was determined using orthopantomograms. The method and standards (the 50th percentile line) of Demirjian were used. The study shows a significant delay of dental maturity in both male and female cleft-affected patients. This delay in tooth development supports Van Limborgh's theory that the origin of clefts is due to the delayed growth and development of parts of the dentofacial area.